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ON THE SCIENTIFIC CULTURE

Meng Jianwei
(College of the Humanities , Graduate School of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049)

Abstract

er. The scientific spirit, idea, ideal and values belong to the metaphysical layer and are the soul of the scientific cul-

The scientific culture can be summarized as two layers, namely, the metaphysical layer and physical lay-

ture; but technical, positive, mathematical or logical things are part of the physical layer and are the body of the
scientific culture. It is an organic unity of the two layers that constitutes a lively scientific culture, The limitations
and bias of science outlooks of positivism and utilitarianism at the present time lie in that they understand science
just from the physical layer thus fundamentally dispelling cultural character of science. Researching science from the
high plane of culture contributes to surpassing narrow science outlooks and acquiring a new science outlook, so it

has very important theoretical and practical significance.
Key words scientific culture, metaphysical layer, physical layer, science outlook
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